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We see this as a benefit; we will be able to identify positive COVID-19 cases which will
allow us to prevent the spread to our residents and patients. But, please keep in
mind testing is not the end all panacea. It is an imperfect tool that may assist in
minimizing spread.
Though it is seen as a benefit we are concerned that like most cases, our positive
cases will be asymptomatic, and potentially we could lose a large number of staff. If a
staff member tests positive, they are quarantined for 14 days and can only return to
work if they show no fever within 72 hours prior to returning to work.  
We are concerned about lack of testing supplies. Across NYS there are 140,000 staff
employed in more than 600 nursing homes and another 45,000 in assisted living
facilities.  370,000 tests will have to be administered weekly.  NYS has yet to indicate
whether or not there will be sufficient testing materials and that they be made
available to all facilities.

                                                        have been focused heavily on in the past few weeks,
due to the increasing number of positive cases reported both in New York state and
nationwide. 
 
But, we saw it coming. 
Nursing homes and assisted living facilities are ground zero for COVID-19 to rear its ugly
head, and the more you hear about the ease at which it spreads, the more anxious you
will feel. We know you are anxious, because we are too.  To say that we have been
adhering to infection control practices would be an understatement; we are STRICTLY
following guidelines put forth by the Center for Disease Control and the NYS Dept. of
Health.  That being said, there is no doubt in our minds that despite our attention to
infection control, COVID-19 will find its way into our building.  We want you to prepare
yourself for the inevitable. It might not be this week, next week or maybe not even this
year. But COVID-19 is here to stay, just like the Flu. 
 
On May 10, Governor Cuomo announced that all nursing home staff members must be
tested twice/week for COVID-19.  We were given the directive from NYS to come up with
a plan as to how we will administer these tests to all staff.  

 
 

Nursing homes

We're in this together.



Looking Forward: From our perspective and with our residents and patients safety
as our #1 priority, we must alert you to the fact that we don't know when we will be
able to open our doors to visitors. As you may recall, we closed our doors before any
nursing home in our region and the same concerns that led us to locking-down will be
what prevents us from opening. 
 
We'd love to give you more of a detailed plan. We'd love to see into the future so we
can help you plan & prepare for the day you will be reunited; but alas, we cannot. As
we mentioned, nursing homes across the nation are being given even more attention
due to increasing positive cases and associated deaths.  It is our hunch that nursing
homes will be the LAST to open their doors to visitors. 
 
We promised you that we'd be transparent. This is us telling you that we know you
miss your loved one, and you do have the option of bringing them home temporarily
or permanently. We are here to serve your family member, but also to serve you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


